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promises to Cuba have been treacherous decoys, to 
delude the Cubans and disarm them of suspicion, 
and that in the end we mean to break every one of 
them, and force the island to accept our sovereignty 
whether it wishes to do so or not. Or, if there be 
an alternative, does Mr. Lodge mean to say that all 
our adverse treatment of the Philippines, all our 
stout assertions of intention to keep them forever, 
have been mere trifling and falsehood, and that it has 
been our good and honest intention all along to give 
them ultimately, not simply some vague " measure of 
self-government," but the liberty of determining finally 
for themselves what shall be their political destiny? 
No one can believe, after reading Mr. Lodge's utter- 
ances, that he had the remotest intention of putting 
himself on this horn of the dilemma. 



Annual rieeting. 

The Annual Business Meeting of the American 
Peace Society will be held in Boston on Monday, the 
7th of May, at two o'clock P. M. The annual 
reports of the Board of Directors and of the Treasurer 
will be read, officers elected for the coming year, and 
any other business transacted which may be presented. 
All members, both annual and life, are entitled to 
participate in the business of the meeting, and all 
who can possibly do so are urged to be present. 
Time will be allowed for discussion after the reading 
of the Annual Report. Special notices will be sent 
in time to all members giving the place of the meet- 
ing, which will probably b3 Tremont Temple. 



Editorial Notes. 

A number of friends have generously 
cauleN 6 responded to the appeal for funds pub- 

lished in the February Advocate. But 
as yet the amount received is not at all sufficient to cover 
the deficit of the year. The most rigid economy, con- 
sistent with the demands made upon us, has been "prac- 
tised in every way, and we have been compelled to leave 
much undone that ought to have been done. It will 
require more than a thousand dollars yet to enable us to 
close our financial year on the last day of this month out 
of debt. This is not a large sum, and we feel sure that 
friends of the great cause of international peace, which 
the American Peace Society has so long labored in 
season and out of season to promote, will be ready to 
supply even more than this amount. The state of the 
trust funds held for our use still continues as explained 
last year, and we are compelled temporarily to supple- 
ment the income from other sources. The importance 
of our work does not at this time need to be argued. 
The present senselessly warlike condition of the world is 
the most powerful plea that can be made. Every month, 
through our two papers and large quantities of literature 



circulated, we are speaking to many thousands of people, 
and we wish we could utter the voice of peace and reason 
in every home in the land. There are many evidences 
not only that our work is highly appreciated, but that it 
has been unusually fruitful the past year in sustaining the 
faith and courage of the friends of peace and in creating 
new opposition to the folly and insanity of war. Mr. 
Hodgson Pratt writes from Europe to the editor : " There 
is no worker now living whose exposition of facts and 
principles connected with the question of arbitration and 
peace I so greatly value. I always read everything you 
write with the greatest satisfaction and profit. You 
seem to me to bring such a ripe judgment, such a knowl- 
edge of affairs and such a chastened- enthusiasm to bear 
upon all the questions which come before us." The 
words of appreciation coming to us are not lightly valued, 
but they make us all the more anxious to do wider and 
more fruitful work hereafter. Will our friends not aid 
us in holding and extending the field? Some one has 
recently sent twenty-five dollars without giving any 
name but that of " A Friend of Peace." We are always 
encouraged to know the names of those who send contri- 
butions, but we cheerfully forgive in advance for not 
giving their names all who will send us as much as this 
donor did. " A Friend of Peace " is the name of a very 
large and growing family, and we shall be delighted to 
hear from every member of it, even from the newest- 
born. The names of both the treasurer and the secretary 
of the Society appear on the second page of this paper. 
Contributions sent to either one of them will be promptly 
acknowledged. =^=^= 

The effort has been made in England, 
johnTrteM especially by the Methodist Times, to 
make it appear that if John Bright were 
living, he would be a hearty supporter of the British 
side of the South African war. Helen Bright Clark, 
Mr. Bright's daughter, wrote three times to the editor of 
the Methodist Times protesting against her father's 
name being dragged into support of the war. Each 
time her letter was refused insertion. She finally pub- 
lished the letter in the Morning Leader. In the course 
of it she said, speaking for Mr. Bright's living relatives : 
" Not one of us can have a moment's doubt as to what 
his attitude would have been. If he had been now liv- 
ing, and in his full vigor, he might perhaps have aroused 
his country in time to avert what would have appeared 
to him a measureless calamity. ... I have reason to 
complain of the treatment which endeavors to separate 
him from the little company of faithful friends of peace 
and of fair and just dealing with other nations, to which 
in life he ever belonged." At the recent great peace 
meeting in Exeter Hall, Mrs. Fisher Unwin, daughter of 
Richard Cobden, was one of the speakers. In the course 



